                                   Reusable Medical Devices (RMD) Competency Assessment – Annually

The Sterilising Services Team leader/Training officer will assess the sterilising staff involved in the care, handling and reprocessing of Reusable Medical   Devices (RMD) by observing actual practice, to ensure compliance with AS/NZS 4187 standards and relevant Canberra Health Services policies and procedures.



	Staff Name:
	
	Position:

	Work Location
	     CH                CPHB                  MITCHELL                CRU
       
CRU
	Date:

	Rating:
	MC – Meets Criteria
	RFD - Requires Further Development
	Not Applicable (N/A)

	Type of Assessment:
	 Practical Assessment
	




	Learning outcomes
	
	Pp Performance Criteria
	Comments
	Rating

	1. Participant demonstrates on the job application of Standard Precaution techniques.
	1.1
	Washes hands as required, including:
Following any contact with blood and body fluids.
On entering and leaving the department. On movement between designated clean and dirty zones.
Following removal of gloves. Demonstrates appropriate hand washing technique.

	
	

	
	1.2
	Prior to handling contaminated equipment
don protective attire, including:
Full face shield or mask with visor. Latex free or powder free gloves or disposable nitrile gloves. Waterproof gown., 




	
	

	Participant demonstrates on the job application of Standard Precaution techniques (Cont.).
	1.3
	When sorting used instruments and equipment demonstrates diligence in identifying sharp objects or instruments and handles the same in a manner that protects self from potential for stab injuries.

	
	

	
	1.4
	Handles used instruments and equipment in a manner that minimises the potential for aerosolization of body fluids to occur.

	
	

	
	1.5
	Separates waste including sharps and anatomical waste to ensure disposal into correct waste stream. 

Reports any adverse events or injuries to appropriate manager.

	




	
	

	2.  Participant demonstrates manual cleaning of used items.
	2.1
	Prepares environment and equipment required to undertake cleaning procedures. Ensures cleaning equipment, i.e. brushes, are in good condition. Utilizes appropriate cleaning solutions at correct dilution.

	
	

	
	2.2
	Dismantles and / or opens all items to immerse in cleaning solution.

	
	

	
	2.3
	Prior to immersion of instruments demonstrates awareness of equipment that cannot be totally immersed, eg. Powered instruments.








	
	

	3. Participant demonstrates mechanical washing of used items.
	3.1
	Ensures that all visible soil (including brushing and flushing of lumens) has been removed prior to instruments being placed into washer

	
	

	
	3.2
	Ensures that instruments are loaded into the washer in a manner that facilitates wash solution contact with all surfaces of the instruments. This includes utilisation of lumen attachments as applicable, inverts hollowware, loads instruments into open wire mesh trays etc.

	
	

	
	3.3
	Operates mechanical washer as per manufacturer’s instructions selecting most appropriate cycle for equipment to be washed.

	
	

	
	3.4
	At completion of cycle ensures that washer has
Undergone a “successful” cycle as per manufacturers’ instructions, including checking of Process Recorder printout.

	
	

	
	3.5
	Reports failures or faults.


	
	

	4.  Participant demonstrates ability to validate cleaning process.
	4.1
	Checks all items visually for removal of soil prior to further processing. In addition, checks instruments for evidence of residual chemical.









	
	

	5.  Participant demonstrates ability to assemble and package RMD or instrument sets.









	5.1
	Inspects instruments or bowl sets to ensure they are clean, dry, lint free and functional


	
	

	
	5.2
	Demonstrates ability to identify individual
Instruments and sort into specific sets. Scan tray for T-DOC label and follow correct use of checklist and any instructions.

	
	

	
	5.3
	Demonstrates ability to disassemble multiple component instruments or sufficiently loosen same prior to packaging to ensure the passage of steam is not impeded.
Ensures that instruments with ratchets are open or unlocked.

	
	

	
	5.4
	Ensures if any missing RMD in tray/sets, it is reported immediately to team leader and clearly marked on checklist and use missing label as per advice by Team leader.

	
	

	
	5.5
	Demonstrates ability to test electrosurgical instruments for the integrity of the insulation.

	
	

	
	5.6
	Includes an appropriate chemical indicator in each pack and positions same to pose the greatest challenge to the integrator, i.e. corners of trays.




	
	

	6. Participant demonstrates ability to perform monitoring testing of steam sterilisers.

	6.1

	Prepare and performs daily warm-up.
Selects appropriate Bowie-Dick test pack for detecting air removal from the chamber.
Prepare Bowie Dick test in empty load and select Bowie Dick cycle

	
	

	
	6.2
	At completion of testing can interpret results

	
	

	
	6.3
	Carry out Biological indicator test (weekly with first load of the day)

	
	

	
	6.4
	On completion of cycle demonstrates removal of biological indicator and precautions to be taken when handling same prior to placement in the incubator, as applicable.

	
	

	
	6.5
	Demonstrates understanding that biological indicators are always incubated with a control biological indicator from the same batch, as applicable.

	
	

	
	6.6
	Documents results in B.I logbook and reports failures, if any.


Understand importance of Helix device or green tube in each load for cannulated/mixed load and can interpret results and approve indicator and load in T-DOC







	
	

	7. Participant demonstrates ability to load the chamber of Prevacuum steam Steriliser.
	7.1
	Demonstrates correct loading of the chamber
to ensure:
· Effective steam penetration and air removal.
· Resistance by individual packs to air removal is minimized, i.e. hollowware vertical or upside down, laminated on edge with paper to laminate.
· Load Heavy sets on bottom and light on top shelves to prevent wet packs.
· Items are loaded within the boundaries of carriage/tray and there is no contact with chamber walls.
.
	
	

	
	7.2
	Confirms that all RMD pack unit numbers are scanned to a batch in T-DOC before loading into the steriliser.

	
	

	
	7.3
	Demonstrates ability to select correct cycle and operate in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions. 

	
	

	8. Participant demonstrates ability to unload the chamber of Pre-Vacuum Steriliser and release stock.














	8.1
	At completion of cycle, prior to release of the
load, demonstrates ability to confirm that all sterilisation parameters have been achieved, including:

· Temperature, pressure and time. 
· All packs are dry.
· All chemical indicators have passed. 
· All packs have a T-DOC label present and intact before approval of batch.



	
	

	
	8.2
	Demonstrates acceptance of responsibility for confirming sterility of load, including: Circles or ticks sterilisation details on printout and signs for same.
Confirms batch label data corresponds with cycle number and record of contents.

	
	

	
	8.3
	Ensures all sterilised stock is handled in a manner that does not compromise the packaging, and therefore the sterility of contents.
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Comments / Areas Requiring Further Development: 







Staff signature: ………………………       


Assessor Signature: ……………………….


Date: ………………………….
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